
PRESCHOOL…

Immerse yourself
in Creativity

TURTLE TOWN
RENOVATIONS
CONTINUE

If you haven’t visited the Wildlife
Sanctuary’s Turtle Town Exhibit
recently, you may be surprised to
learn that changes are underway.
Turtle Town was recently re-painted
and each of the enclosures is
receiving a facelift with new
backgrounds, plants and other
amenities that will improve the
exhibit’s appearance as well as
benefit the turtles and tortoises
that call Turtle Town home. In the
near future, look for changes to
the signage and a new expanded
exhibit case.

950 Trout Brook Drive
West Hartford, CT

National Astronomy Day!
Celebrate National Astronomy

Day at The New Children’s Museum
on Saturday April 20th with special
Mars Madness programs and
activities. Experience a variety of
planetarium shows and astronomy
activities during the day. Curious
George will be visiting too! Check the
Museum website for further details.
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Imagine a future in which every child reaches his or herfull potential as a creative thinker, life-long learner and
educated citizen. At The New Children’s Museum, that

future is our present.
Creativity is the foremost attribute of leaders. And yet,

over the last two decades, studies have shown that creativity
in the US has declined. In essence, the nation is in the
throes of a creativity crisis.

The New Children’s Museum Preschool has a strong
tradition of fostering creativity by giving every child a wide
array of rich multi-sensory experiences to experiment and
make discoveries. Children explore with magnets, cultivate
plants from seeds, observe live animals from the museum,
and experience outer space. These distinct and unique types
of open-ended, child-directed experiences support the

development of essential life
skills associated with high
creativity – to see infinite
possibilities, and try new
things so they can grow

into innovative adults capable
of creative solutions to the

challenges of the 21st century.
The New Children’s Museum

Preschool is one of the oldest early
childhood educational centers in the

country. In partnership with The New
Children’s Museum, the preschool is unique in

its ability to foster creativity by engaging children
in scientific exploration. Children in the preschool

have the unique opportunity to participate in weekly
visits to The New Children’s Museum for live animal
demonstrations, physical science lessons (magnets, plants),
planetarium shows, featured exhibits, and so much more.

The heart of The New Children’s Museum Preschool is
our nurturing, well-trained, and experienced faculty. Our
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Imagination. Curiosity. Adventures.
Dear Friends,

For eighty five years, The New Children’s Museum has been a launch pad
for big ideas, joyful learning and development of the kind of creativity and
imagination that can transform rectangular brown corrugated cardboard into a
cutting-edge vehicle that rockets into space.

At The Museum Preschool, anything is possible. Imaginations run wild,
curiosities are taken on unexpected adventures and reality always comes with
a twist. Behind all the mind-bending exhibits and experiences our preschool
children observe, real-life lessons are learned.

Among the greatest of those lessons are the creativity and critical thinking
skills that will propel young minds to solve the challenges of the 21st century. The next generation
of great thinkers, scientists, and creative problem solvers is waiting in the wings. The skills our
preschool children learn through hands-on playful experiences lay the groundwork for future learning
and success in school and throughout their adult lives.

Building a future of creative thinkers without great teachers is unthinkable. Our teachers at the
Museum Preschool bring an extraordinary amount of experience that honors our children’s innate
curiosity, feeding it with essential new ideas and impressionistic out-of-this world experiences that
children will build on for the rest of their lives.

Children deserve every opportunity for a life filled with creativity. The Museum Preschool is
working to empower every child achieve his or her potential by creating stimulating learning
experiences – like those in the Preschool – and building a community of teachers, parents and
children that embraces the essential role of science and nature in fueling the imagination and love
of learning that prepares children for success in school and life.

As we now stride forward in the 21st century, we can proudly look back upon concrete
accomplishments over the past 85 years. We continue to be enormously grateful to the trustees,
staff, volunteers, supporters, members and visitors who are making it possible for The New Children’s
Museum to champion the power of creativity and sparking the next generation of life long learners.

With gratitude,

Robert R. Griesmer
President & CEO

Sleepover at The New
Children’s Museum

We know you’re never ready to
leave The New Children’s Museum at
closing time. Now you don’t have to!
Spend the night instead. Register
your scout or youth group for a fun
after-hours experience this spring.

Put your creativity to the test with
our new engineering theme, DIY After
Dark! Dream it yourself; design it
yourself; do it yourself. Each overnight
consists of fun, interactive science, an
amazing Science Dome planetarium
show, and after-hours exploration of
the Museum including the extraordinary
exhibit, King Tut, The Boy King.

Visit our website for detailed
information. Pre-registration is required.
Call 860.231.2830, x 44 or email us at
events@thechildrensmuseumct.org.

When Calvin and Hobbes, the Museum’s
Fennec Foxes, were moved into the new
King Tut exhibit it left an empty enclosure

in the Wildlife Sanctuary. Empty enclosures in the
Sanctuary do not stay that way for long. Chaz, a
young opossum from Roaring Brook Nature
Center, came to live at the Museum last fall.
Opossums are the only marsupials (pouched
mammals) found in the United States. Chaz was
brought to the Nature Center as a tiny baby when
his mother was hit by a car. Injuries resulting
from the accident prevent Chaz from being
released. A majority of the Sanctuary animals
are either unwanted pets or animals that, like
Chaz, can no longer live in the wild.

Another relatively recent arrival at the Sanctuary
is a wood turtle. The Wood Turtle is native to
Connecticut, but is now considered a species of
Special Concern according to the Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
Special permits are required to exhibit such animals.
Wood turtle numbers have declined due to habitat
loss, collisions with automobiles and the taking of
turtles from the wild for the pet trade. The wood

turtle on exhibit is on loan from the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation and is
missing a front foot.

The Wildlife Sanctuary provides a haven for
animals that are no longer able to survive in their
natural habitats. Of course, the Sanctuary cannot
accept every animal offered. Please think before
you purchase an exotic pet or remove an animal
from the wild. Often, such animals are difficult to
care for in one’s home. In some cases removing
animals from the wild may even be against the
law. If you have questions about acquiring a new
pet for your home, do not hesitate to contact the
Wildlife Sanctuary. We are always happy to
discuss the pros and cons of exotic pet ownership
BEFORE you bring that new pet home. �

Share the Inner Sanctum
of King Tut’s Tomb
Gallery Guide volunteers are an
important part of making The New
Children’s Museum such a wonderful
place to visit.

Interested candidates should contact
Sue Carroll for more information at
scarroll@thechildrensmuseumct.org.

Sanctuary News!
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Chaz,
a young opossum
lives at the Museum.

New Spring Wednesday
program: WILD CHILD

Pull the kids away form the screen
and get them back into the “wild.”
This NEW Roaring Brook Nature Center
program is designed to re-awaken an
excitement for outdoor adventure and
your child’s curiosity for the wild.
The five-week program is jam-packed
with discovery, fun and outdoor
explorations. Meets Wednesday
afternoons from 3:45-5:15 PM.
April 3rd, 10th, 24th; May 1st & 8th.
Geared for children grades 2-5.
Pre-registration is required.

Daily rate: $10 members; $15
non-members. Five week session:
$45 members; $65 nonmembers.



April
Vacation

Science Camp
Come explore, investigate, and
discover with us this spring.

Monday, April 15
Sounds Good to Me
Get rowdy and explore the science of noise.
Find out where sound comes from and
discover different ways to create sound.

Tuesday, April 16
Traveling the Biomes
Explore the wonders of the world. Travel
the globe to discover the amazing animals
that live on each continent. Learn how
they survive some of the harshest climates
on earth.

Wednesday, April 17
Food Science
Food isn’t just for eating. It makes for really
good science! Learn what different foods
are composed of, mix kitchen concoctions,
and create brilliant food architecture.

Thursday, April 18
Eco Explorers
Become a junior naturalist and study the
great outdoors as we celebrate Earth Day.
Make your own naturalist journal and see
if you can identify exciting signs of spring.

Friday, April 19
Team Up
Send a blindfolded teammate through
a Mars Rover course, work together to
complete a tricky museum scavenger hunt,
and learn what it takes to be a team player!

Roaring
Brook
Nature
Center
In Harmony with Nature

SPRING
2013

The NEW Children’s Museum
950 Trout Brook Drive
West Hartford, CT 06119
www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org
860.231.2824

Roaring Brook Nature Center
70 Gracey Road
Canton, CT 06019
www.roaringbrook.org
860.693.0263

THE NEW CHILDREN’S MUSEUM HOURS:
Tuesday – Saturday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Closed Mondays except July and August • Open Good Friday, March 29 and Open
Monday, April 15 • Closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 27

NATURE CENTER HOURS:
Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm • Sunday 1:00 – 5:00 pm
Closed Mondays except July and August • Open Good Friday, March 29 and Open
Monday, April 15 • Closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 27

See listings on
next page

Summer Sizzles at
Summer Science Camp

It’s not too early to start thinking about the summer. We have full and half-day
sessions available for children entering grades 1 – 6 in the fall.

Week of July 8: Junior Crime Scene Investigators
Are you clever enough to be a sleuth and
use your science to observe, collect, and
analyze clues? Join us on this crime week
to see if you have what it takes to crack
the case.

Week of July 15:
Junior Survivors
You're stranded in the wilderness with no
food and water. Learn the practical - and
fun - skills to survive, whether you find
yourself in a cold, barren forest, or a
tropical, deserted island.

Week of July 22: Junior Grossologists
Dabble with the disgusting side of science through weird
experiments. Create oozes and slimes. Dissect a pellet of hair
and bones coughed up by the Museum’s resident owl.

Week of July 29: Junior Vets
What really goes on behind the scenes of our Wildlife Sanctuary?
Help take care of our animals. Prepare animal snacks. Do health
checks. Take care of your “classroom critter” for the week and
participate in animal enrichment activities

Week of August 5: Junior Astronauts
Blast off as we learn what it takes to be an astronaut. Explore life
in outer space. Participate in activities about rockets, planets, and
the stars that twinkle above.

Week of August 12: Junior Engineers
Enter the construction zone. Take apart machines to see how
they work. Design and build towers and structures. Dream it
yourself; design it yourself; do it yourself!

Week of August 19: Junior Chemists
Roll up your sleeves and start mixing. Study chemical reactions that fizz, change colors, and ex-
plode. From acids and bases to liquid nitrogen, enjoy one astonishing experiment after the other.

Visit our website for details and fees for April and Summer Camp. To register, call 860.231.2830, x 44,
email events@thechildrensmuseumct.org, or register online at www.thechildrensmuseumct.org.



SPRING DISCOVERY
DAYS PROGRAMS

Registration is now open for Discovery Days (DD), the Nature
Center’s enrichment series for young children. Four-week
programs are offered for pre-schoolers and a parent, for students
in kindergarten and kindergarten readiness programs and for
students in grades 1-3. A $10 discount is extended to families
with a second child attending during the same time period.

DD-Two X Twos (For children age 2-3 and a parent)
Thursday morning programs for the young child and a parent
(or grandparent) will provide an introduction to the world of
nature through seasonal, springtime topics. Meets 9:30-
10:30 AM. Child must be two years old. Register for one, or
all, two- week sessions. The cost of each two-week session is
$20 for members, $25 for nonmembers.

Session I: March 28 & April 6;
Session II: May 2 & 9;
Session III: May 23 & 30.

DD-Exploring Together (For children age 3-5 and a parent)
This series introduces pre-school children to seasonal changes in
the natural world and gives parent and child an opportunity to
learn together. The cost of each four-week session is $40 for
members, $50 for nonmembers, and no charge for siblings
under age 2. Much of this program is held outdoors, please
dress accordingly. Meets Friday mornings 9:30-10:30 AM and
Friday afternoons 1:15-2:15 PM.

April-May Sessions:........April 5, 12, 26; May 3
May Sessions: ..................May 10, 17, 24, 31

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS
IN GRADES K-3:

Enrichment programs for elementary school age youngsters
meet Thursdays from 3:45-5:00 PM. The cost per program
is $40 for members, $50 for non-members. A $10 discount
is extended to families with a second child attending during
the same time period. Pre-registration required.

April Showers Bring May Flowers:
The forest floors are waking up after a long winter’s nap.
Hike the trails and see what life we find amidst last year’s
leaves. Meets April 4, 11, 25; May 2.
The Unhuggables:
Come meet the creatures that many people often fear,
dislike or find repulsive. Find out what makes these
animals so fascinating. Meets May 9, 16, 23, 30.

FOR HOME
SCHOOL FAMILIES

SPRING IN THE WOODS
Designed for home school families, this three-session class
offers children, ages 5-8 with a parent, a guided discovery of
the many spring signs to be found in our woodlands. We will
explore the effects of seasonal change on animals, plants and
their habitats as we hike along our trails. Dress for outdoor
activities. No strollers or carriages please. The cost is $45 per
child (three sessions). Pre-registration is required.
Meets Mondays April 22, 29 and May 6 from 9:30-11:00 AM.

JUMP INTO SUMMER
A two-session program for home school families with children
ages 5-8. Explore the ponds, streams and fields around
Roaring Brook Nature Center, investigating the abundance of
living creatures that inhabit each of these environments. The
cost is $30 per child (two sessions) and pre-registration is
required. Meets Monday, June 3 and Monday, June 10 from
9:30-11:00 AM.

ADVENTURE STORY TIME
Adventure Story Time for children ages 2-5 will continue into the
spring season on a Monday of each month from 1:00-2:00 PM.
Adults and children can participate in a shared story with a craft
and short walk. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
There is a charge of $2/child with a maximum $5/family.
Story hours will be held on April 22, May 13, and June 10.
Pre-registration is required.

WEEKEND PROGRAMS -
EVENTS FOR ALL AGES

Weekend Bird Walks Saturdays
An early morning walk through Werner’s Woods provides
welcome sights and sounds for beginning birders as well as
those with more experience in the field. Bird walks are not
geared for younger children. Bring binoculars and dress for
wet ground underfoot. Cost: members $2, nonmembers $3.
Meets April 27, May 11 and May 25, 7:00-9:00 AM.
Pre-registration is not required.

Sunday Family Nature Walks
Sundays 2:00-3:30 PM. Guided walks geared for all ages.
Cost: members $4, nonmembers $6; children 12
and under are $2 members, $3 nonmembers.
Pre-registration is not required.

May 12 – Annual Mother’s Day Wildflower Walk
(moms admitted free)

June 9 – Butterflies, Dragonflies & other unusual insects

Owl Prowl
Listen and look for barred owls and other nocturnal creatures
along our trails. Pre-registration is required for this program
as space is limited. Not geared for very young children.
Cost: members $5; nonmembers: $7. Meets Friday, April 12,
7:30-9:00 PM

APRIL VACATION PROGRAMS
FOR GRADES K-5

WILDLIFE WAKES UP!
How do the animals know that
spring has arrived? Join us for
a week of morning fun and
exploration in forest, field and
pond! Daily Rate: Members $30,
nonmembers $35. Sign up for
all five days at a discounted rate
of $125 for members, $140 for
nonmembers. Monday,
April 15– Friday, April 19
9:00 AM - Noon.

'Frosty' our albino
gray squirrel

visit us 24/7 on-line at: www.roaringbrook.org

For additional information
on Home School Programs
call the Nature Center at

860.693.0263.



Roaring
Brook
Nature
Center
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Registration for
Preschool Classes

The New Children’s Museum
Preschool is now accepting
registrations for children ages 3, 4
and 5 for preschool classes
beginning in September 2013.

A variety of scheduling options
are available to meet the needs of
busy families including 2, 3, 4 and
5 day options. Classes meet from
9:00 AM -12:00 PM with an
extended lunch option from 12:00-
1:00 PM. An afternoon Pre-K class is
also offered from 1:00-3:45. This
class is designed for children 4 ½
and 5 who will not be attending
kindergarten in the fall.

Preschool April
Vacation

Program 2013
“Recycle and Reuse”

When: April 15, 16, 17, 18, 19
Where: The New Children’s

Museum Preschool
Time: 9:00 AM -12:30 PM,

9:00 AM -4:00 PM, 12:45-4:00 PM
What to Bring:

snacks (half-day) & lunch (full-day)
Who: for children ages 3-5

Preschool Summer
Exploration PLAY-ce 2013

Exciting weekly themes, hands-on
classroom activities, visits to the
museum, art experiences and lots of
outdoor fun provide children with a
summer of friends, fun and laughter!
For children ages 3-5.

July 1-3 ........................Fun for the Fourth
July 8-12 ........................Monarch Magic
July 15-19 ..............Pirates & Princesses
July 22-26 ............................Going Buggy
July 29-August 2..............The Rainforest
August 5-9 ............................Furry Friends
August 12-16 ........................Commotion

in the Ocean

Summer sessions are offered
4 and 5 days per week from
9:00 AM -12:30 PM.

Visit our website for details and fees
for April and Summer Camp.
To register, call the preschool at
860.523.7449 or register on-line at
www.thechildrensmuseumct.org.

Ihave been a Wildlife Sanctuary Volunteer atthe New Children’s Museum for 3 years. I very
much enjoy taking care of the various animals,

but, my favorite thing about being a volunteer
here is interacting with the visitors, especially the
children. I get a great deal of satisfaction from trying
to enhance the visitors’ experience by giving them the
opportunity to learn about and interact with some of the
animals in the sanctuary. Whether I am giving an announced
animal demonstration to a large group of guests or just an
impromptu meet and greet with whoever happens to be
in the sanctuary, I love seeing children’s face light up with
excitement and interest when they get to observe an animal
up close. I hope to continue to volunteer with the museum for
a long time to come. �

NATURE CENTER
SPECIAL EVENTS
NATURE CENTER PRESENTS WILDMAN STEVE BRILL

On Saturday, May 25 at 1:00 PM, naturalist/author “Wildman”
Steve Brill will lead one of his world-famous foraging tours. The
“Wildman’s” annual visit to the Nature Center is scheduled just as
late spring herbs and greens should be popping up. A 30 minute
talk will be followed by a 60 minute walking tour along the trails
of Werner’s Woods in search of wild foods. Brill is best known
for having been arrested in New York’s Central park for picking a
dandelion. He is the author of Identifying and Harvesting Edible
and Medicinal Plants in Wild (and Not-So-Wild) Places and The
Wild Vegetarian Cookbook. Copies of his books will be available
for purchase. The fee is $10 with advanced registration for
members, $15 for non-members. Pre-registration is
recommended as space is limited. Remaining spaces will be
sold at the door at a price of $20.

Flatbread Pizza Night
A fundraiser for the Nature Center will take place on Tuesday evening,

May 7 at Flatbread’s at The Shoppes at Farmington Valley. Bring your friends and
family for dinner! A percentage of the pizza sales supports the Nature Center.

NATURE CENTER 2013 SUMMER PROGRAMS
In early March, the Nature Center will mail its summer program brochure to all who participated

in our programs in 2012, as well as to members who live in neighboring Farmington Valley towns. If
you would like to receive a summer program brochure, please call us at 860.693.0263 or send us a
short e-mail at rbnc@thechildrensmuseumct.org. Summer program information may also be found on
our website at www.roaringbrook.org �

PLAN
AHEAD!

Volunteer
Spotlight
Gary Walter

teachers know and honor each child’s individual potential and work to create an environment
that inspires children to develop inner discipline, self assurance, and a love of learning – all critical
elements for fostering creativity. This talented faculty, averaging 15 years of teaching experience, and
well known in the profession, frequently serve as trainers and models at educational seminars and for
students from local colleges and universities. Their first love, however, is our children at The New
Children’s Museum Preschool, whom they creatively and sensitively nurture and support.

The New Children’s Museum Preschool is a vibrant community, where strong relationships are
forged between teacher and child and between home and school. With our help, children from
The New Children’s Museum Preschool stretch themselves academically and develop a healthy sense
of self. Our graduates go on to elementary schools, where they stand out as creative problem solvers
and for their ability to work collaboratively with others. Come see for yourself! �

Creativity / from page 1
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Thursday,
May 16, 2013

Save
the
Date

Celebrity
Emcees:

Laurie Perez &
Jim Altman of

FOXCT

17th Annual Gala!
Join us for an exciting evening filled with exotic food,

specialty cocktails, science fun and visits from our animal friends.

For reservations or corporate sponsorship opportunities, call
860.231.2830 x23 or visit www.thechildrensmuseumct.org

a
night
on the
Nile

Media Sponsor:


