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Kevin Sullivan, President and CEO of The Children’s Museum

Summertime and the learning is easy – at The Children’s Museum 
where science and nature are fun.

This summer, The Children’s Museum welcomes a new neighbor 
- the Connecticut Science Center in Downtown Hartford. We look 
forward to working together to improve science education. After 
all, The Children’s Museum has led the way in teaching and learning 
about science and nature for a long time.  

Today, what The Children’s Museum and the Connecticut Science 
Center do is more important than ever. Our schools cannot do it 
alone when it comes to achievement, attainment, and literacy in 
science. We will continue to focus on younger children and families 
because that’s what we do best. When we succeed, the Science 
Center succeeds because we capture the inquiry and discovery early 
on that sustains lifelong interest in science. And the Science Center 
will be there so our kids can stay connected and involved with 
science as they get older.   

As Robin Davis, a science educator in Alaska, told me recently in an 
email, "Often people ask me how my career was molded and I 
honestly say it was a summer camp at The Children’s Museum 
in West hartford that sparked my imagination for learning 
about nature and the world of science." That’s what the support 
of members and donors like you makes possible at The Children’s 
Museum every day.  

As members and supporters of The Children’s Museum, you will 
want to visit the Connecticut Science Center. I’m sure you will 
also continue to be a part of hands-on science and nature at The 
Children’s Museum and our Roaring Brook Nature Center, as well 
as at the hundreds of museums and science centers nationwide 
where our members get a passport to visit free. (For now anyway, 
membership at the new Science Center does not include this 
benefit.)  

Here at The Children’s Museum and our Roaring Brook Nature Center, 
you may also notice some changes: new activities in our summer 
vacation camps, added Travelers Science Dome programs, and new 
rescued animals in the UTC Wildlife Sanctuary. We also have more of 
a focus on education with no less fun, updated technology thanks to 
funding from Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, and a general 
sprucing up. At the same time, plans move forward for relocation in 
West Hartford by 2014, including a long overdue push for the same 
kind of federal, state and local public investment that supports every 
other children’s science center and museum in the state and nation.

This summer, more and more of us will likely be staycationing closer 
to home. At The Children’s Museum, it’s great education, great fun, 
and a great bargain.

Over 250 guests had a world of fun at A 
Child’s World, The Children’s Museum’s 
13th annual fundraiser on May 9 at 
Tumble Brook Country Club in Bloomfield. 
All event proceeds support the extensive 
science and nature education initiatives 
offered by The Children’s Museum at its 
main location in West Hartford, at Roaring 
Brook Nature Center in Canton, and in 
classrooms across the state. The Children’s 
Museum annually serves 210,000 children 
and families.

Hosts Kara Sundlun and Dennis House, 
from WFSB Channel 3, as well as 
auctioneer Howard Koeppel, made it a 
very lively evening.  This year the event 
included a science fair midway with live 
animals, star-gazing, and fun with science experiments. In addition to enjoying 
dinner, guests bid on an amazing selection of auction items -- including a 
trip to Costa Rica, a spa retreat in California, his and hers designer watches, 
and a life-sized resin and fiberglass astronaut sculpture. The event raised over 
$200,000.  

The fundraiser matched last year’s huge success and is a real testament to what 
people value about The Children’s Museum even in these difficult economic 
times. Everyone involved with the Museum is grateful to all the sponsors and 
contributors who continue to invest in our children, families, and communities. 
Our schools cannot do it alone, so it is more important than ever that The 
Children’s Museum continues to offer teaching, learning and hands-on fun that 
will improve science achievement and attainment. Better yet, everyone had a 
great time doing it at the annual fundraiser.

The Children’s Museum gives special thanks to presenting sponsor The Hartford 
Financial Services Group, Inc., lead sponsors TD Banknorth and Travelers, hosts 
Kara Sundlun and Dennis House, auctioneer Howard Koeppel, and Tumble 
Brook Country Club for an incredible and memorable evening.

A World of Support for 
A Child's World

(l-r) Ellen Brown, Julian Coolidge, Christine Bromberg and Matthew Bromberg 
at A Child’s World, The Children’s Museum’s 13th Annual Fundraiser

Elizabeth Horyn enjoys an evening of fun 
with science and nature at A Child’s World

Hands-On Science 
= (Summer Fun)2

NEW HOURS
Starting June 29, the Museum will be open:

Monday - Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

The Museum will be closed on July 4 and September 7.

NEW SHOW EXTREME PLANETS
The latest astronomy program to arrive at the Travelers Science 
Dome is Extreme Planets from the Clark Planetarium. Since 1995 
scientists have discovered more than three hundred planets 
orbiting other stars. These "exoplanets" are too far away ever to 
visit ourselves, but we can imagine what they might look like. 
In this full dome production, we can see planets with multiple 
suns, watery landscapes, and gushing volcanoes, all of them 
possible inhabitants of a distant solar system.

Extreme Planets will premiere on June 20 at our Summer Solstice 
Celebration. It will join our regular public schedule of programs 
on June 29.

Travelers Science Dome will be closed for general 
cleaning June 24-26.

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY EVENTS
Join us for fun drop-in events all day on our Special Summer 
Wednesdays.

Art Day July 8

Animal Day July 15

The Great Egg Drop July 22

Space Day July 29

Young Scientists August 5

Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream Day August 12

Dissection Day August 19

Visit our website for more information on our summer programs, 
including the Travelers Science Dome summer show schedule.



Vacation 
Science

Travelers Science Dome
at the Gengras Planetarium
InternatIonal Year of astronomY specIal events

SUMMER SOlSTICE CElEBRATION
saturday June 20, 2009
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Join us at the end of the “longest” day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere to 
celebrate the summer. We’ll have crafts and a bonfire with s’mores, and we’ll view 
the skies through our telescopes. Also, we’ll premiere Extreme Planets, our latest 
astronomy show, in the Travelers Science Dome theater.

NATURE’S FIREWORKS
saturday July 25, 2009
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
See the chemistry involved in our colorful fireworks displays and learn about the 
natural fireworks that streak through the atmosphere each night. We’ll talk about meteors and comets and the 
best times to see them for ourselves. As always, we’ll have our telescopes ready to study the sky.

registration
$8/person for The Children’s Museum members, $10/person for non-members
Call 860.231.2830 x44 or e-mail Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.
Pre-registration is strongly encouraged.

TElESCOPES IN BlUE BACK SQUARE
Look for us this summer at some of the family-friendly “A Little Music” concerts on Wednesdays in Blue Back 
Square. We’ll be on the top floor of the Isham Garage with our telescopes for free public viewing. The dates and 
times are still to be determined. Visit  www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org for the latest information.

SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP
Don’t miss our best ever Summer Science Camp! We’re planning 
an action-packed summer chock full of old favorites plus some 
great new additions like take-home camp keepsakes, Science Camp 
T-shirts, and Fun Friday special activities. Choose our full-day or 
half-day option. 

Week of July 6
art squad 
It’s science. It’s art. It’s Art Squad. Activities combine music, crazy 
dance moves, and art. You’ll even paint a mural for the Museum. 
Enjoy a day of skits, karaoke, and an exhibition of your week-long 
masterpieces on Fun Friday.

Week of July 13
Junior vets 
Discover what really goes on behind the scenes of our UTC Wildlife 
Sanctuary as you learn about and help care for our animals. Have 
your photo taken with one of our animals on Fun Friday.

Week of July 20
Young Wizards 
Welcome to the world of wizardry, a week of potions, games, and 
magical creatures. Young wizards will be entertained on Fun Friday 
with a spellbinding film fest.

Week of July 27
space cadets 
Explore the wonders of the Solar System, build a rocket, and see 
your picture up in the stars. Fun Friday will be a blast as you launch 
your own rockets.

Week of August 3
robo engineers 
Put it all together and take it all apart. Tinker with tools and 
machines. Use your new-found skills to build a working robot. Fun 
Friday features a friendly robot competition.

Week of August 10
lab rats 
Roll up your sleeves and start mixing for a week of chemistry fun 
that includes tie-dyed take-home lab gear. Fun Friday is a wild day 
of exploding concoctions.

Week of August 17
eco explorers 
Explore a local waterway and conduct your own environmental 
investigation. Put together an Explorer’s Kit for take-home fun. “Wet 
and Wild” is the theme for Fun Friday so wear your bathing suit.

Visit our website at www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org for more 
information and fees. Sign up now so you don’t miss the fun. 

To register, call 860.231.2830 x44 or e-mail 
Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org

Laser Shows Return This Summer
After a four-year absence the Travelers Science Dome is bringing back laser music shows for two weeks this summer. These 
concerts use a solid state projection system from Audio Visual Imagineering called Skylase, which covers the planetarium 
dome with colorful swirling patterns and cartoon images that complement the recordings played by the original artists.

July 9, 10, 11 6:00 pm  Laser Pop 7:00 pm  Laser U2      8:15 pm  Laser X (PG-13) 

July 16, 17, 18 6:00 pm  Laser Beatles 7:00 pm  Laser Retro (PG-13) 8:15 pm  Dark Side of the Moon (PG-13) 

6:00 pm shows cost: $5/person for members, $6/person for non-members.

7:00 pm and 8:15 pm shows cost: 
$7/person for members, $8/person for non-members.

Tickets will be sold at the door, if available. To pre-order tickets, 
call 860.231.2830 x44 or e-mail  Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.

Adopt a Star 
Support the educational mission of the Travelers Science Dome by “adopting” one of our stars. For a small donation, you can 
choose one to be your own for five years. Unlike other star registries that claim to name a faint, distant star after a friend 
or relative, we’ve chosen only the brightest stars on our indoor sky to be adopted. It would make a wonderful tribute for 
a birthday or anniversary. Each adopter will get a colorful certificate of adoption, a star chart that lists the star’s location 
in the sky, and recognition on a new donor wall. At any time during the five-year period, the adopter may come to the 
planetarium during regular Museum hours to see his or her star. Adoption prices vary based on the size and location of the 
star. For more information, e-mail Planetarium Director Kristie Mazzoni at kmazzoni@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.

Teacher Professional Development is Back
This summer, The Children’s Museum launches a free training program for fifth and sixth-grade teachers from priority 
schools in Bloomfield, East Hartford, Hartford and West Hartford. Funded by a $92,000 Connecticut Teacher Quality 
Partnership Grant from the Connecticut Department of Higher Education, this program is a partnership of the Museum, 
University of Hartford science and education faculty, and Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology, Inc. education staff.

The Museum's professional development program consists of a summer academy and three follow-up workshops during 
the school year. Fully aligned with state science standards, the program's focus will be on improving content knowledge 
and inquiry skills in mechanics, optics, astronomy, and related technologies. Teachers will learn how to build and use 
telescopes as well as develop lesson plans that include hands-on science.

Welcome New Trustees
The Children’s Museum welcomes the following new members to the Board of Trustees. 

Richard L. Alleyne of West Hartford is Vice President and General Counsel for Specialty and Reinsurance at QBE the 
Americas in New York.

Rachel Bader of Newington is Senior Financial Consultant for The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Veronica J. Lee of Simsbury is an attorney practicing in Connecticut.

Melissa Skottegaard of Simsbury is Vice President for Corporate Communications at The Hartford.

Mark D. Walker of West Hartford is Vice President and Regional Branch Manager at Windsor Federal Savings.



The Children’s 
Museum Preschool

Our Ed-venturous Birthday Parties 
are Better Than Ever

NEW! •	 Longer party times give you and your 
guests more time to enjoy the museum. 
Choose more time in your private room for 
refreshments and presents or use your extra 
time for touring. We’ll work with you to plan 
a schedule that best meets your needs.
Private animal meet-and-greet is included •	
with every party.
Enjoy supervised exploration in our hands-on •	
exhibit areas.
Special activity packages complete with take-home materials are available.•	
Each party concludes with a show in our Travelers Science Dome theater.•	

For more information on our packages, visit www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org or call 
860.231.2830 x44.

Shop the New CafePress Store
Show your love of The Children’s Museum by wearing some new gear from our  
CafePress store at www.cafepress.com/TCMstoreCT. We’re currently offering items for 
kids and adults: T-shirts, sweatshirts, and magnets.

The Children's Museum Needs You
These are tough times for all of us. We want science and nature always to be affordable 
fun for kids and families. But we need your help. Please contribute to the Annual Fund.  
You can make your donation by visiting www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org/giving.asp or 
by calling the Development Office at 860.231.2830 x51. Any amount is welcome and will 
be gratefully acknowledged.

Leave a Legacy
Please consider The Children’s Museum in your estate plans and help ensure a bright 
future.  For more information, contact Dawn Veillette Diana at 860.231.2830 x51 or 
ddiana@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org. The Children’s Museum recognizes two friends 
who made bequests to the Museum:

Appleton Hillyer Seaverns (1916-2007) of Suffield was an educator all of his life and a  
past trustee of The Children’s Museum.

Lucille Diorio of West Hartford passed away in April. She was an educator who taught 
for the West Hartford Public Schools for 25 years.

kids
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THE CLOUDY GLOBS
SAfEty NotE 
Ammonia is poisonous. Get a grown-up's help with 
this experiment, kids.

WhAt yoU'll NEEd
2 baby food jars

teaspoon measuring spoon

1/2 teaspoon measuring spoon

ammonia

alum (found in the spice aisle at the supermarket)

WhAt to do
Fill one jar half-full with warm tap water.

Add 1/2 teaspoon of alum to the water and stir well.

In the second jar, put 2 teaspoons of ammonia. Observe the 
color in both jars.

Pour the ammonia into the water/alum jar, and let it sit for 
awhile. Observe the bottom of the jar.

WhAt'S GoING oN
Alum dissolves in water to make a clear solution. The alum 
contains aluminum, which reacts with ammonia to make cloudy 
white globs that do not dissolve in water. They sink to the 
bottom to make a layer of gel called a colloid.

Spaces Available for Preschool Classes 
Beginning in September 2009
Children ages 3, 4, and 5 are eligible for enrollment in our hands-on, science-based classes. 
Morning and afternoon programs are available, as well as an extended "lunch bunch" experience 
from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. Curriculum highlights include weekly science lessons at the Museum. 
Please call the Preschool at 860.523.7449 for registration information.

Preschool Summer Exploration Play-ce 2009
Join us for seven weeks of summer fun from June 29 through August 14. Children ages 4, 5, and 
6 are welcome to participate. Classes run from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm and include a variety of 
exciting activities related to a weekly theme. Choose from one or more of the following themes.

June 29-July 2 Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me

July 6-10 Jungle Fever

July 13-17 Up, Up and Away

July 20-24 3-2-1 Blast Off

July 27-31 Mix It Up

August 3-7 Let’s Pretend-Pirates and Princesses

August 10-14      Commotion in the Ocean

For additional information, call the Preschool at 860.523.7449

major Grants Invested in the children’s museum
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the community foundation for the 29-town 
Greater Hartford region, has made two generous grants to The Children’s Museum. Both 
grants are funded through the Hartford Foundation’s Nonprofit Support Program, which 
offers assessments, workshops and grants to help strengthen the organizational capacity 
of nonprofits. 

$50,000 will go to strategic technology improvements that complete a three-year 
initiative. The improvements and training will support education services and business 
practices. $40,000 from a three-year funding program will further strengthen financial 
management, accounting and oversight. Implementing this grant, The Children’s 
Museum welcomes new Finance Manager Gail Bruhn, an experienced financial analyst.

Catch Nature Mania
The Children’s Museum, Connecticut 
Public Television (CPTV), and the PBS 
series, Nature, are partnering to bring 
three unique events to Connecticut’s 
children and families throughout the 
year. Each event features a showing of 
PBS’s acclaimed wildlife series Nature in 
the Travelers Science Dome, live animal 
demonstrations, and a related make-
and-take craft activity for families.

Nature Mania kicked off on May 1 with 
Croc Night. Join us for Birds of Prey on 
August 14 and Wolf Night on November 
13. Special animal programming will 
also be happening each afternoon.

Birds of Prey
Friday August 14, 2009   6:30 pm
Mary-Beth Kaeser from Horizon Wings, a wildlife rehabilitation center and educational 
facility in Ashford, CT, gives a special presentation about our feathered friends. See live 
hawks, falcons, and owls, all while learning about raptors and wildlife rehabilitation.

$10/person for members, $12/ person for non-members
To register, call 860.231.2830 x44 or e-mail Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.

Michael Ralbovsky of Rainforest Reptile 
Shows introduces us to one of his crocodilian 
friends at Croc Night on May 1.
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Nature Center Summer Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 
Open Mondays in July and August from 10:00 am to 5:00 
pm. Trails through Werner’s Woods are open daily dawn until 
dusk. The Nature Center will be closed on Saturday July 4 and 
Monday September 7.

FARMINGTON VALLEY BUTTERFLY COUNT 
Saturday July 25   Program from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm
The Nature Center will sponsor the 16th Annual Farmington 
Valley Butterfly Count. Our Count is part of an annual survey 
sponsored by the North American Butterfly Association.  
Anyone wishing to participate should meet in the Nature 
Center parking lot at 7:30 am. Participants should be 
prepared to travel throughout the Farmington Valley to 
census butterflies and may stay for just a few hours or for 
the entire day. Participants should be in good physical 
condition as walking through the fields under a potentially 
hot summer Sun is required. In conjunction with the Count, 
an educational program and walk will be held on the grounds 
of the Nature Center and adjacent Werner’s Woods from 1:30 
pm to 3:00 pm. The cost for the 90-minute program is $4/
person for members, $6/person for non-members. Call the 
Nature Center for additional information.

WEDNESDAY EVENING WALK SERIES  
July 15 and 29, August 12   7:30 pm to 8:45 pm
Wednesday evening walks provide a relaxing end to a busy 
summer day, as well as an opportunity to observe a wide 
range of animals that become more active in the cooler 
evening temperatures. Long sleeves, a flashlight, and insect 
repellent are recommended. Pre-registration is not required. 
Cost of each walk is $3/person for members, $5/person for 
non-members (children: $2/person for members, $3/person 
for non-members). In past years, we’ve seen and heard a 
wide range of creatures on our evening walks. What will 
we find this summer? Call the Nature Center for additional 
information.

GUIDED WALKS FOR GROUPS
During July and August, group nature walks may be 
scheduled by individuals, families, or by organized groups on 
selected weekday afternoons. Walks may be general or may 
focus on a specific topic of interest. Call the Nature Center for 
additional information.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
ANIMAL DEMONSTRATIONS
July 16 and 23, August 13 and 20  2:00 pm
Animal demonstrations begin in the Nature Center 
auditorium and last approximately 45 minutes. Featuring 
live and mounted animals, a slide presentation, and, in some 
cases, a brief outdoor walk, each demonstration will focus 
on a different theme and provide an opportunity to learn 
about the habits and habitats of various animal groups. 
Programs include Animal Babies on July 16, Animals Without 
Backbones on July 23, Frogs on August 13, and Snakes Alive! 
on August 20. Pre-registration is not required. Admission to 
each demonstration is $2/person for members, $3/person for 
non-members. Children under age 6 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

HUNT FOR WILD FOOD WITH 
“WILDMAN” STEVE BRILL
Saturday June 6
The Nature Center presents world-famous naturalist 
“Wildman” Steve Brill who will provide both a one-hour 
morning lecture and an afternoon hike through Werner’s 
Woods in search of wild edibles. He is the author of 
Identifying and Harvesting Edible and Medicinal Plants in Wild 
(and Not-So-Wild) Places and The Wild Vegetarian Cookbook 
and stars in "Wild Edible Basics," the first of a video/DVD 
series on foraging. 

Brill's lecture in the auditorium begins at 10:30 am and is 
followed by a one-hour lunch break and then an afternoon 
walk at 12:30 pm. The cost for both lecture and walk is $10/
person in advance. Any remaining spaces will be $15/person 
at the door. Payment is required with pre-registration. This 
program is co-sponsored by the Canton Land Conservation 
Trust. Call the Nature Center at 860.693.0263 for more 
information.

SUMMER BIRTHDAY 
PARTY OPPORTUNITIES
During July and August, the Nature Center offers birthday 
parties on selected weekday afternoons from 1:30 pm to 3:30 
pm. Parties include a live animal demonstration, nature walk, 
and use of our auditorium for holding the party. Cost of a 
party is $100 for members, $125 for non-members. Birthday 
party availability is subject to the Nature Center’s summer 
program schedule of classes and public events.

SUMMER DISCOVERY 
PROGRAM INFORMATION
Spaces remain in several of the Nature Center’s Summer 
Discovery programs. Nature Center programs offer your 
child a unique blend of education and recreation that takes 
advantage of the curiosity and sense of wonder that all 
children feel towards the natural world. To receive a copy of 
our summer program brochure, or for additional information, 
please contact the Nature Center at 860.693.0263. 

Pre-School ProgramS for ageS 3 1/2 and 4 
9:15 am to 11:30 am, Mon/Wed/Fri
Sharing Nature’s Wonders June 22, 24, 26
Do You See What I See July 27, 29, 31
Members: $60, Non-members: $75, Limit: 12 students

Pre-School ProgramS for ageS 4 and 5
9:15 am to 11:45 am, Mon-Thur
Here Comes Summer June 22- 25
Mystery Animals June 29 - July 2
Butterfly Bonanza July 6-9
Dirt Makes My Lunch July 13-16
Teeth, Tails & Claws August 10-13 
Members: $80, Non-members: $100, Limit: 12 students

ProgramS for StudentS entering gradeS K-1
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon-Fri
Color Play July 13-17
Summer Sun, Winter Wind August 10-14
Members: $100, Non-members: $120, Limit: 15 students

ProgramS for StudentS entering gradeS 2-4
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon-Fri
Nature Arts July 13-17
Members: $100, Nonmembers: $120, Limit: 15 students

ProgramS for StudentS entering gradeS 5-8
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon-Fri
Reptiles & Amphibians July 6-10
Members:  $100, Non-members: $120, Limit: 8 students

9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon-Wed or
9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Thurs-Fri
Chasing Dragons June 29 - July 3
Members: $200, Non-members: $240, Limit: 8 students

Afternoon programs (1:00 pm to 4:00 pm) are being 
added  on days on which morning programs have been 
filled. With sufficient enrollment, afternoon programs will 
run for students entering grades 2-4. Call 860.693.0263 for 
information.

ROARING 
BROOK 
NATURE   
CENTER

Volunteer Spotlight
Bobby Keane       
How long have you been volunteering?
I have been volunteering for about 6 months. 

What kind of tasks do you do?
I do many things, but mostly science demonstrations and 
activities with the kids. 

Why do you volunteer?
I volunteer because it is fun, and it reminds me that there are 
more important things than sitting on the couch.

Why would you encourage others to volunteer here?
I would encourage others to volunteer here because the staff is great and fun to work with.

What is your favorite part of the museum?
My favorite area is the Wildlife Sanctuary because I really like animals.

The Children's Museum is looking for 
volunteers to help in several departments. 

If you are interested in volunteering 
please contact Jennifer Parker at 
jparker@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org 
or 860.231.2830 x38.


