
Summer is a great time to be outside. So let's share a few thoughts 
about why it's so important that The Children's Museum is here 
– "outside" of the regular school classrooms "outside" the regular 
school year. 

This past spring brought little but bad news stories about state and 
local education cuts. Fewer teachers. Bigger classes. Less time for kids 
to experience science in the classroom or after school. More pressure 
on parents and PTOs to fill the gap. Fewer opportunities for field 
trips to or outreach from science education centers like The Children's 
Museum. 

This is not the "broader, bolder approach" recommended in 2008 by 
the national Economic Policy Institute. Our schools cannot do it alone. 
The key is getting more educational value from time out of school, 
which is 88.5% of children's lives, especially for young kids. Without 
fun and challenging resources to fill the gap (particularly during 
summer and other school vacation periods), children really do lose 
ground educationally and developmentally.  

Grant from Travelers 
Will Fund Science 
Outreach Efforts
A $40,000 grant from Travelers will bring hands-on science 
education to six Hartford upper elementary and middle 
schools. With this funding, The Children's Museum will expand 

a partnership begun last 
year to improve science 
achievement in Hartford 
schools and ensure 
children receive this 
important exposure and 
opportunity for critical 
science learning through 
its Science Achievement 
For All (SAFA) program.

"The Children's Museum 
is uniquely positioned 
to help children receive 
science education 
from early- to middle-
childhood, when it 
can make a lasting 

and positive impression," said Kevin Sullivan, president and 
CEO of The Children's Museum. "The Children's Museum's 
continuous commitment to improving science literacy in 
Connecticut schools is the main purpose of SAFA, now entering 
its 15th year. Whether through classes offered at the Museum 
or outreach programs taught in schools, SAFA makes the 
Museum's brand of science learning available to more than 
6,000 Connecticut students who otherwise might not have 
access to these high-quality science learning 
experiences."

Laser Shows Are Back!
Upcoming summer  fun at The Children's Museum includes 
the return of Laser Rock Shows, Special Wednesdays, 
Summer Science Camp, our Solstice Celebration, and 
much more. Read all about it inside in the Calendar of Events.

14th Annual Gala a
Huge Success
A Child's World raised over $230,000! Read more about the fun 
evening and see photos on the back cover.
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Explore Science With Your Family 
at New Special Sunday Events
Thanks to a generous grant from The Hartford Financial Services 
Group, Inc., The Children's Museum has kicked off a year-long series 
of special events: Family Science Sundays.

Taking place on the third Sunday of every month (except September) 
through May 2011, Family Science Sundays will be free with Museum 
admission. Each third-Sunday program will have its own theme, with 
special demonstrations, hands-on experiments, guest presenters, 
take-home activities, an online component, and more.

The Children's Museum's new flight exhibit, Winging It! Adventures in 
Flight opened April 16 with an enthusiastic crowd of employees and 
families from Hamilton Sundstrand, the exhibit's presenting sponsor. 

Winging It! 
Adventures in Flight
Takes Off

Continued on page 3

(l-r) Matthew Bromberg, Elaine McDonald and Kevin Sullivan are joined by 
exhibit fans at the opening of Winging It!  Adventures in Flight.

Photos by Rick Harrington

demonstrations and a history of manned flight. Additionally, 
Hamilton Sundstrand flight experts will participate in quarterly 
special programs. The next special flight program is on 
Friday, July 30.  

"Our new flight exhibit is a great example of how we make 
science fun, hands-on and alive," said Sullivan. "Kids can 
explore flight just like a real airplane pilot trains – flying in 
simulators over familiar and unfamiliar terrain, watching the 
dials, manipulating controls, banking and diving. Gravity, lift and 
propulsion become real, and response time and agility are tested. 
We're very grateful to Hamilton Sundstrand for sponsoring this 
exhibit and giving kids another opportunity to have fun at The 
Children's Museum while they're learning about science."

(At left ) The first Family Science Sunday on May 16, dedicated to chemistry, 
attracted hundreds of employees and their families from The Hartford, and a 
guest group of families from the Meriden Boys & Girls Club.Photo by Rick Harrington

Sponsored by

June 20: Animal Sunday 
Celebrate Father's Day at The Children's Museum. Bring Dad to meet 
the special guest stars of Talons! A Birds of Prey Experience, Riverside 
Reptiles, and Zoo on the Go from the Forest Park Zoo and also enjoy the 
many wonderful creatures in our own wildlife sanctuary.

July 18: Bubble Sunday
Suds-sational experiments await visitors, plus performances by Casey 
Carle's BubbleMania.

August 15: Mark Twain Sunday 
The day will feature special experiments based on the life and stories 
of this favorite American author. Plus, there will be a presentation by 
The Mark Twain House, story time with the West Hartford Library, 
and a visit from Mr. Clemens himself.

TCM Welcomes Back Falcons
Peregrine falcons have returned to the Travelers Tower. 
Watch their nest and hatchlings on The Children's Museum's 
live Webcam at falconcam.travelers.com.

A young pilot takes flight on The Children's Museum's new flight simulators.

The opening ceremony featured comments from Kevin Sullivan, 
president and CEO of the Museum, and Matthew Bromberg, Museum 
trustee and vice president and general manager of Customer Service 
for Hamilton Sundstrand. Museum Board of Trustees Chairperson 
Elaine McDonald joined them for the ribbon cutting.

The new exhibit offers the science and fun of real flight simulators, 
which feature authentic instrumentation, flight yokes and interactive 
options programmed for users of differing ages, from toddlers to 
young teenagers. There also is a power-assisted launch area for kids 
to test the aerodynamics of the planes they build, activities and 
experiments with mechanical and animal flight, special films and 

Presented by



Get Your hands 
on Science

An Experiment You Can Do at Home from 
The Children's Museum

A Sticky Situation: Homemade Glue
Proteins, the key ingredients of living things, make this polymer possible. 
Ingredients:
8 tablespoons of non-fat milk powder
8 tablespoons of hot water
2 tablespoons of vinegar
coffee filters
Styrofoam cup
baking soda
Mix the non-fat milk powder and water. Then, add the vinegar. Stir and let sit for five 
minutes until the liquid separates from the casein (the polymer). Cut out the bottom of 
a foam cup and lay the coffee filter over the hole like a funnel. Pour the casein and liquid 
onto the filter over the sink.
Once the dripping stops, scrape the polymer glue into a small bowl. Add 1 ½ teaspoons of 
water and ¼ teaspoon of baking soda to neutralize the vinegar. Stir well and wait for the 
bubbling to stop. 
Vinegar is an acid, baking soda is a base; the bubbling when these two mix is a reaction 
that releases carbon dioxide. 
Once the bubbling is done, use this mixture to glue two pieces of paper together. Can 
you devise experiments to test its strength when gluing other stuff together? Or can you 
compare it to glue you buy at the store?

Sky Watchers
A Look at What's Happening in the Night Sky

from the Travelers Science Dome

Every summer month offers at least one meteor shower that varies in intensity 
and duration. The bigger showers are the Lyrids in June and the Delta Aquarids and 
Capricornids in July. 

Astronomers predict that 
the best meteor shower 
this summer will be the 
Perseids, which peak 
around August 13. The 
meteors come from the 
trail of comet Swift-Tuttle 
and radiate from the 
constellation Perseus. 
Since the Moon will be 
less than a quarter full, 
the sky should be fairly 
dark. Perseids are most 
numerous just before 
dawn when Perseus is high in the sky.

Meteors are small particles of rock and dust that often comes from the debris tails of 
comets. As comets make their orbits around the Sun, layers of water ice and gasses 
melt off and a trail of meteoroids is left behind. As the Earth moves through space, 
meteoroids enter the atmosphere at 20,000 to 100,000 miles per hour. 

The rocks excite air molecules they pass and cause them to release energy as light, 
which makes  them meteors. The meteors make flashes and streaks miles long that 
last for only a few seconds each. People commonly call them shooting stars. Meteor 
particles that make it to the ground are called meteorites.

Meteors can be seen on any night, but large numbers at one time are often associated 
with specific comets. These meteor showers are named for the constellations in the 
regions of the sky from which they come. Astronomers call the region a shower's 
radiant. The best time to see meteors during a shower is called the peak.

See the Calendar of Events for more information on our Perseid Watch at Roaring 
Brook Nature Center on August 14.

A Perseid Meteor

Nature explorers
Exploring in Your Own Backyard

Nature offers so much to see at the start of the summer season. Whether you are out hiking during 
the day or sitting on your back porch in the evening, there are always lessons to be learned. 

For example, there's the early summer flight of the fireflies. Generations of Connecticut youngsters 
and adults have marveled at the free light show performed by fireflies, also known as lightning 
bugs. Fireflies are actually beetles, a very large insect group whose second pair of wings has 
developed into a hard "shell" to protect the more delicate wings used for flight. 

Scientists have long studied fireflies because the light they emit is pure energy - there is no heat 
wasted as there is from light bulbs. Even new, compact energy-saving bulbs emit some wasted 
heat energy. Male fireflies blink to attract females, and different species can be recognized by the 
color and pattern of their lights. 

If you are successful at catching fireflies, you may see that some are much larger than others. The 
larger, carnivorous firefly will actually imitate the lighting pattern of the smaller species in order to 
lure and eat them. Fireflies are most often seen near wet meadows or grassy areas. In late summer 
and into early fall, you may see the lights of fireflies on the ground. These are "glow worms," the 
firefly larvae or caterpillars. In some species, even the eggs can emit light. Look for them in your 
neighborhood this summer.

From Your Friends at Roaring Brook Nature Center

It's News to Me
Science in Current Events for Kids

•	 The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) made headlines when it began to collide subatomic 
particles. The LHC is a particle accelerator, a large machine that makes subatomic 
particles move really fast in opposite directions in circles inside it. Subatomic particles 
are the very small pieces that make up atoms and atoms are what make up everything 
in our universe. When the subatomic particles in the LHC move as fast as they can, the 
machine tries to make them crash into each other, or collide. When they collide, they 
release energy. Scientists study this energy to learn more about the particles and how 
they work, which can teach them about our universe and its history.

•	 The Eyjafjallajökull volcano erupted in Iceland this spring and released a volcanic ash 
plume over Europe. The plume contained steam, rocks, minerals and glass and shot 
five miles up from the volcano. One reason the plume spread so far was the volcano's 
location directly under a jet stream, which is a long, fast-flowing current of air. The jet 
stream picked up the ash and helped spread it around in the atmosphere.

linked to Science  
From the Museum to the Web

The Children's Museum's new exhibit, Winging It! Adventures in Flight, is all about the 
science of flying machines. The Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum offers online 
activities for kids to learn more about aviation.
www.nasm.si.edu/education/onlinelearning.cfm

The Wildlife Sanctuary at The Children's Museum houses over 100 animals whose 
natural habitats are around the world. Kids can learn about even more animals and the 
fascinating places they come from at National Geographic's Website designed especially 
for youngsters.
kids.nationalgeographic.com



All About Animals
Get to Know Our Friends in the Wildlife Sanctuary

Celebrate a 
Special Birthday 
With Us
Does your family want to get their hands dirty? Book a fossil party today and sift 

through the past for some fossil fun. Feeling a little "under the water?" 
Our new Under the Sea with Conny party will teach your 

family about our aquatic friends. Even the smallest 
birthday child can have a blast, too! Our Little Hands 

parties are crafted specifically for our youngest 
guests, with lots of crafts and fun!

Each of our parties includes private room 
time and an opportunity to get up close 
and personal with an animal of your 
choice. 
Please contact the Registration 
Department at 860.231.2830 x44 or 
Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org 
to book your party or learn more.

The report of the National Research Council makes a compelling case for the importance of places 
like The Children's Museum in broadly and boldly improving science outcomes:

What is often overlooked is the potential for science learning in non-school settings, where children 
spend the majority of their time….Far more than supplementary enrichment, science museums 
and centers, especially those focused on younger children and caregivers, offer the direct, hands-on 
experience of science that motivates, deepens and sustains scientific knowledge, practice and values.

Non-school science and nature programs and activities feed and stimulate the interests of children 
and adults, improve academic achievement attainment, and expand awareness of science as a 
career option and an important part of daily life. As George Hein writes in Learning in the Museum, 
children's museums and science centers are needed more than ever as places where kids "can 
actually do science."

Most children will not become scientists. But we need more who do and we need all children to 
master foundational skills and knowledge. As Brian Greene said in "Put a Little Science in Your 
Life," a 2008 New York Times op ed, "We realize how crucial it is to cultivate a general public that 
can engage with scientific issues." As the Connecticut State Board of Education's Position Paper on 
Science Education makes clear, "Parents play an essential role in ensuring a quality educational 
program in science by…providing children (and their parents) with access to science resources such 
as museums."                      

At The Children's Museum, our business purpose and our public purpose 
is to be a vital center for science and nature education with a strong 
developmental focus. We know that the earliest years of life are 
the most important to future learning. So we work to get 
it right from the start by engaging and developing the 
natural inquiry of younger children through age 12. 
Younger kids are scientists at heart, experimenting 
with the world in much the same way that scientists 
experiment in the laboratory. The Children's 
Museum is kid-sized, hands-on and fun because 
that's how younger children learn best about 
science and nature.

Put a little science in your children's 
summer! It will last for years. 

President's Corner continued from Page 1

Musty gets some fresh air in 
the Museum Courtyard.

Black Rat Snakes  Musty and Shadow
The Wildlife Sanctuary is home to two adult black rat snakes. Both were surrendered to the Museum by 
owners who couldn't or didn't want to care for them. Musty was the first to arrive in 1995 and Shadow 
followed in 1999.

Black rat snakes are native to Connecticut and are fairly common. If you have ever seen a black snake in 
your backyard or on a hiking trail in this state, it was probably a black rat snake. The other black snake 
that lives in Connecticut is a black racer. The black rat snake is bigger and has a checkerboard pattern on 

the ventral (belly) side. Shadow and Musty are 
each about 6 1/2 feet long.

Black rat snakes are excellent climbers and 
often climb trees and into barn lofts and attics 
to look for prey such as small rodents. They 
are not venomous. Instead, they squeeze 
their prey to immobilize it before swallowing 
it whole. At the Museum, they usually each 
eat four rats a month. Because it takes so 
long for snakes to digest, they are not used 
for educational programs for a week after 
feeding.

NASA Awards Major Grant 
to The Children's Museum for 
Exploring Planetary Science
Programs will benefit Connecticut schools and 
educators, and Museum visitors
It's off to Mars at The Children's Museum! The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) has announced the award of an estimated $589,649 grant to The Children's Museum. The 
competitive grant will be used to create From the Blue Planet to the Red Planet, a teaching and 
science learning program with a variety of educational features that explores planetary science for 
students in grades four through eight, as well as for their teachers and families.  

The Children's Museum was among nine institutions chosen nationally as part of NASA's 
Competitive Program for Science Museums and Planetariums, and the only Connecticut and New 
England grantee. NASA's goal is to enhance 
educational outreach related to space 
exploration, aeronautics, space science, 
Earth science and microgravity. Museum 
curriculum will include the characteristics of 
the climate and geology of Earth and Mars, 
hands-on programming around NASA's 
Mars missions, and programs designed to 
help prepare students to become the next 
generation of explorers and innovators.

"We are very excited and grateful for NASA's 
investment in us and our partnership in this 
initiative with the Connecticut Center for 
Advanced Technology (CCAT)," said Kevin 
Sullivan, president and CEO of The Children's 
Museum. "This is a great way to help new 
generations of students understand the 
importance of America's mission in space 
and its benefits here on Earth. These are 
learning opportunities that directly improve 
achievement in school and last a lifetime."

From the Blue Planet to the Red Planet 
will include educational programming at the 
Museum and in our planetarium, Website 
links and teacher professional development. 
Features also include a virtual reality planetary exhibit, a planetarium film showcasing Mars and 
NASA missions, as well as production of a new planetarium show comparing Earth and Mars. The 
Museum will develop new Mars pages on our Website, including an interactive "Ask the Expert" 
forum with NASA scientists and engineers. Hands-on activities at free family events will include 
pressure experiments, growing plants in Earth and simulated Mars soils, and building model Mars 
rovers.  

Approximately 300 classroom teachers will benefit from workshops and Web-based activities over 
the three-year course of this grant. Additionally, science students from Central Connecticut State 
University will support the Museum's exhibit as docents and interpreters. More specific details and 
dates will be announced in the future.

From the Blue Planet to the Red Planet 
will include educational programs in the 
Travelers Science Dome planetarium.

The Children's 
Museum Preschool 
is accepting 
registrations now for 
classes beginning in 
September. 

Call 860.523.7449 
for a tour.

Photos by Rick Harrington
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Where Science and Nature Are Fun

How long have you 
been volunteering 
here?
I have been volunteering 
at the Museum for over 
two years.

What's your favorite exhibit and why?
My favorite exhibit used to be the extra large Lite Brite and pipe organs 
in Kid's Corner. I've always loved making lots of noise. However, the new flight 
exhibit has captured my top spot!

What made you want to volunteer, and why do you continue to 
volunteer?
I have always loved animals, and it was a great opportunity to have experience 
with animals. Once I started volunteering, I fell in love with the environment 
of the wildlife sanctuary. It isn't overwhelmingly large, so volunteers have an 
opportunity to work with pretty much all of the animals

Over 250 guests had a world of fun at A Child's World, The Children's 
Museum's 14th Annual Gala on May 8 at Tumble Brook Country Club 
in Bloomfield. All event proceeds support the extensive science and 
nature education initiatives offered by The Children's Museum at its 
main location in West Hartford, at Roaring Brook Nature Center in 
Canton, and in classrooms across the state. 

Co-hosts Kara Sundlun and Dennis 
House, from WFSB Channel 3, along 
with auctioneer Howard Koeppel, 
made it a very fun and lively 
evening. This year's event included 
interesting science experiments, live 
animals, a face painter, and a new 
experience known as The Wine Wall, 
where, for a $20 donation, a guest 
could pick one bottle of wine from 
over 200 displayed, with values 
ranging from $15 to $300.

In addition to enjoying a delicious 
dinner and specialty martinis, guests 
bid on an amazing selection of auction items – including a trip to 
Costa Rica, a South African Photo Safari, and a flight simulator. A 
Child's World raised over $230,000.

Visit us online at www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org to register for programs, 
find us on Facebook, see our event and show schedule, learn about our animals, and more.

Trailblazer Sponsor

A World of Support for A Child's World
It exceeded last year's huge success and is a testament to The 
Children's Museum's value to its many audiences.

"The Children's Museum is important to the community," said John 
Patrick, president and CEO of Farmington Bank, and Gala Honorary 
Committee member. "Not only for the programs they have at the 

Museum, but also for the educational 
outreach to a lot of children in the 
Greater Hartford area who wouldn't 
necessarily have the opportunity to 
see the Museum and understand what 
science is really about."

Museum staff and supporters are 
grateful to all the sponsors and 
contributors who continue to invest in 
our children, families and community. 
We would like to give special thanks to 
Trailblazer Sponsor Travelers, Pioneer 
Sponsors Farmington Bank and LAZ 
Parking, Honorary Committee Chair Alan 
Lazowski, and Tumble Brook Country 

Club for an incredible and memorable evening.

Guests at A Child's World included (l-r)  Merrily Moynihan, Noelle Slifka, 
West Hartford Mayor Scott Slifka, and Betty Ann Ambrosi.

Guests Melissa 
and Corey Cannon 

meet Gumbo 
the American 

alligator, handled 
by animal curator 
Dan Butterworth.  

Gumbo lives at the 
Museum's wildlife 

sanctuary.

Rachel Altman
Wildlife Sanctuary Volunteer

Volunteer Opportunities
The Children's Museum is in need of your help! Join us as a volunteer and spend your summer having fun and encouraging a love for learning in our young guests, even after the last day of school. 
Many different opportunities are available.  For more information, contact Jennifer Parker at 860.231.2830 x38 or jparker@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.

Please consider
The Children's Museum
in your estate plans and
help ensure a bright future.
For information, contact Dawn Veillette Diana at 860.231.2830 x51 or 
ddiana@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.

Inspiring 
generations 
of scientists 

and 
naturalists 
since 1927.

Photos by Eric Wallis Photography



Calendar of events
Science Fun for the Entire Family All Summer Long

The Children's Museum's Hours of Admission for Summer
Monday - Saturday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Monday hours begin June 28)
Sunday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

The Museum is closed on Sunday, July 4 and Monday, September 6, Labor Day.

To register for the programs you see here (unless otherwise noted), call 860.231.2830 x44 or e-mail  
Events@TheChildrensMuseumCT.org. Online registration is also available for many of our events. Check 
our Website at www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org.  Member prices are for members of The Children's 
Museum/Roaring Brook Nature Center. All prices are per person. 

Saturday, June 5  TCM Cup Miniature Golf Tournament
9:00 am
This first-ever event to benefit The Children's Museum is geared toward golfers of all ages. In addition to 
18 holes of mini-golf, there will be science demonstrations, live animals, a raffle, light breakfast, lunch, 
and ice cream. Held at the Farmington Miniature Golf & Ice Cream Parlor (1048 Farmington Ave., Route 4) 
it promises to be a day full of fun and excitement. Tickets are $20 or $80 per foursome ($15 and $60 for 
members). "Lunch and Fun" tickets are $10 ($7 for members).
Sponsored by: ConnectiCare

Saturday, June 19  Summer Solstice Celebration
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Celebrate the Sun on the longest day of the year. Travelers Science Dome staff will talk about the Sun and 
the Earth's movement that gives us seasons. We'll have games and crafts and bring out the telescopes if the 
skies are clear. As it gets dark, we'll light up the bonfire. $7 for members, $8 for non-members.

Sunday, June 20  Animal Sunday 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Celebrate Father's Day at The Children's Museum. Bring Dad to meet the special guest stars of Talons! A Birds 
of Prey Experience, Riverside Reptiles, and Zoo on the Go from the Forest Park Zoo and also enjoy the many 
wonderful creatures in our own wildlife sanctuary. Free with general admission.

Sunday, July 18  Bubble Sunday
11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Suds-sational experiments await visitors, plus performances by Casey Carle's BubbleMania (limited seating). 
Free with general admission.

Thursday, July 22  The Science of Lasers
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
We kick off our month of laser shows with a program about how they work. See some live science 
demonstrations about light and make a light project of your own. We'll even include a sample of some of 
the music we're playing this summer. $7 for members, $8 for non-members. 

Saturday, August 14  Perseid Watch
5:00 am to 8:00 am
Meet us at Roaring Brook Nature Center for possibly the biggest meteor shower of the year. The best time 
to look for meteors is just before dawn, and there will be no moonlight to ruin the view. At dawn, Roaring 
Brook staff will take us on an early morning bird walk. Join us, rain or shine, for this family event. 
$7 for members, $8 for non-members.

Sunday, August 15  Mark Twain Sunday 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm 
The day will feature special experiments based on the life and stories of this favorite American author. Plus, 
there will be a presentation by The Mark Twain House, story time with the West Hartford Library, and a visit 
from Mr. Clemens himself. Free with general admission.

Special Summer Wednesdays
Join us for fun drop-in events all day on our Special Summer Wednesdays. 
Events are free with general admission.
June 30  The Insiders 
A Wednesday of Taking Stuff Apart

July 7  Spaced Out 
A Wednesday of Astronomy

July 14  The Dry Ice Age
A Very Cold Wednesday

July 21  Lasers 
A Wednesday Kickoff to a Laser Show Summer

July 28  Happy Birthday, Conny!
A Whale of a Wednesday

August 4  Splash 
A Very Watery Wednesday 

August 11  When Animals Visit
 A Wild Wednesday

August 18  Egg Drop
The Wednesday in the Grip of Gravity

August 25  TCM Fit 
A Wednesday About Your Health

The fun and learning continue this summer with 
Summer Science Camp
We've brought back some of our most popular themes and added new and exciting activities. Each week 
offers hands-on exploration for young scientists entering grades 1 to 6. For more information on Summer 
Camp, including fees, visit www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org. 

July 6 to 9  (4-day week)  Project Gross 
We're back for another round of fascinatingly gross experiments. Sometimes it's slimy, sometimes it's 
gooey, and sometimes it just stinks, but it's all fun science.

July 12 to 16  Junior Vets 
Become a member of our Zoo Crew for a week. Get a taste of what it's like to care for animals, help with 
diets, design enrichment activities and interact with our Wildlife Sanctuary critters.  

July 19 to 23  Chemistry Chaos 
You won't believe the chemistry you can do with ordinary materials. Discover the science of solutions, create 
chemical concoctions, explore states of matter and see some amazing reactions.

July 26 to 30  Rocket Stars 
Begin the countdown to adventure with real rockets. The sky's the limit to what you'll discover as we blast 
off for our ever-popular week of "out of this world" rocket fun. 

August 2 to 6  Crime Lab 
Mysteries abound and it's up to you to solve them. Sharpen your investigative techniques as you collect the 
clues and analyze the evidence in our forensic lab. Science, fun and solving crimes are all in a day's work for 
CSI detectives.

August 9 to 13  Nature's Backyard   
Discover a backyard full of surprises as we get to know the amazing plants and animals around us. Explore a 
nearby brook using aquatic investigations, and get down to Earth with ecology.

August 16 to 20  Robo World 
Have you ever wondered how some things work? Immerse yourself in the world of robotics and the 
mechanics behind many common things. Each day features new and exciting robo-FUN.

Preschool Summer 
exploration Play-ce
In this hands-on, half-day summer program, children are encouraged to explore, discover, imagine and 
create. Activities related to weekly themes, along with outdoor activities and visits to The Children's 
Museum, provide an opportunity for friendships, sharing and laughter. For more information on the 
Preschool summer sessions visit www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org or call 860.523.7449. 
Choose from one or more of the following sessions:

June 28 to July 2   Going Buggy
July 6 to 9   Playing With Nature
July 12 to 16   In the Small, Small Pond
July 19 to 23  Dino-mite
July 26 to 30   Pirates and Princesses
August 2 to 6   Scribble, Scrabble Art
August 9 to 13   Make It, Bake It, Take It
August 16 to 20   In the Deep Blue Sea

•	 For children ages 3 ½ to 6   
•	 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 
•	 Mon.-Thurs. or Mon.-Fri.
•	 Drop off at 9:00 am at the Preschool.
•	 Bring snack, ready-to-eat lunch, 

bathing suit and towel for water 
activities.

•	 Mon.-Thurs.: $135 for members, 
$150 for non-members

•	 Mon.-Fri.: $160 for members, 
$180 for non-members

Go to www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org to connect with us on Facebook. 

laser Shows Are Back 
This Summer!
Daytime Laser Shows Daily, July 23 to August 15
Laser Fun is a collection of party songs accompanied by full-dome laser lights. Enjoy intricate patterns and 
cartoon characters choreographed to pop hits from the last 40 years. This program is suitable for all ages. 
Not shown Sundays.
Laser Star Story is the Ancient Greek myth of Perseus and Andromeda drawn in laser light. Andromeda is 
in trouble, and Perseus must fly down and save her before she is captured by a sea monster. Although this is 
a cartoon, very young children might be scared by the monster.
One laser show or planetarium program is free for TCM members each day. One laser or planetarium ticket 
is included for each paid General Admission. Visit www.TheChildrensMuseumCT.org for the current 
month's planetarium schedule.

Evening Laser Shows 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, July 23 to August 1
5:30 pm - Laser Beatles is a half-hour program suitable for families. 
6:30 pm - Laser Classic Rock includes album hits from bands like Aerosmith, Boston, and Queen 
accompanied by laser designs and patterns.
7:30 pm - Laser Metallica is a sonic overview of the band's 30-year career from "For Whom the Bell 
Tolls" to songs from 1997's Reload.
8:30 pm - Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon, one of our most popular laser programs, includes 
the entire album.

Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, August 6 to August 15
5:30 pm - Laser Family Fun is a half-hour program suitable for families.
6:30 pm - Laser U2 covers the early history of the band up through 2000's All That You Can't Leave Behind.
7:30 pm - Laser Zeppelin features many of Led Zeppelin's early singles as well as "Stairway to Heaven" 
done in laser light.
8:30 pm - Pink Floyd's The Wall includes all of the songs from the 1979, best-selling album.

5:30 pm programs cost $6 for members, $7 for non-members.
6:30 pm, 7:30 pm, and 8:30 pm programs are suitable for adults and children older than 13 and cost $8 for 
members, $9 for non-members.
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Summer 2010 ProgramS
Roaring Brook Nature Center
70 Gracey Road, Canton, CT 06019 
860.693.0263      www.roaringbrook.org
Nature Center Hours
Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sunday, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
Open Mondays in July and August, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Closed on July 4.
Trails through Werner's Woods open daily from dawn to dusk.

All costs are per person unless stated otherwise.

Daily Animal Demonstrations
New This Summer
Nature Center visitors can learn about native wildlife on weekday  
afternoons at 2:00 pm. A 15-minute demonstration will be held daily 
Monday through Friday with opportunities to see an animal close 
up and learn about its habits. These demonstrations are free with 
admission to the Nature Center.  

Farmington Valley Butterfly Count
Saturday, July 24
The Nature Center will sponsor the 17th Annual Farmington Valley 
Butterfly Count. Our count is part of an annual survey sponsored by the 
North American Butterfly Association.  Anyone wishing to participate 
may join us in the Nature Center parking lot at 7:30 am. Participants 
should be prepared to travel throughout the Farmington Valley to 
census butterflies and may stay for just a few hours or for the entire 
day. Participants should be in good physical condition as walking 
through the fields under a potentially hot summer sun is required. In 
conjunction with the count, an educational program and walk will 
be held on the grounds of the Nature Center and adjacent Werner's 
Woods from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm. The cost for this 90-minute program 
is $4/member, $6/non-member. Call the Nature Center for additional 
information.

Wednesday Evening Walks
July 21, August 4 & 18   7:30 pm to 8:45 pm 
Wednesday evening walks provide a relaxing end to a busy summer 
day, as well as an opportunity to observe a wide range of animals that 
become more active in the cooler evening temperatures. Long sleeves, 
a flashlight, and insect repellent are recommended; pre-registration 
is not required. Cost of each walk is $3/member, $5/non-member (for 
children $2/member, $3/non-member). In past years we've seen and 
heard a wide range of creatures on our evening walks. What will we 
find this summer? Call the Nature Center for additional information.

Special Wednesday
Animal Demonstrations
July 7, 21, August 11 & 18   2:00 pm  
Several full-length, special animal demonstrations for the public have 
been scheduled on selected Wednesday afternoons. Demonstrations 
are held in the Nature Center auditorium and last for approximately 45 
minutes. Featuring live and mounted animals and a brief PowerPoint 
presentation, each demonstration will focus on a different theme 
and provide an opportunity to learn about the habits and habitats of 
various animal groups. Pre-registration is not required. Admission to 
each demonstration is $2/member, $3/non-member. Children under 
age 6 must be accompanied by an adult. 
July 7  Animal Babies 
Join Nature Center staff members to learn what kind of animals are 
raising young around our area and what you can do to keep animal 
babies safe.  
July 21  Connecticut Amphibians 
Find out about the secretive lifestyles of frogs, toads and salamanders.
August 11  Living Dragons 
Brian Kleinman of Riverside Reptiles will be on hand with some very 
special guests for a presentation on lizards.
August 18  Snakes Alive! 
Join Nature Center Director Jay Kaplan for a demonstration featuring 
snakes.

Guided Walks for Groups
During July and August, group nature walks may be scheduled by 
individuals, families or by organized groups on selected weekday 
afternoons. Walks may be general or may focus on a specific topic of 
interest. Call the Nature Center for additional information.

Summer Birthday Parties
During July and August, the Nature Center offers birthday parties on 
selected weekday afternoons from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. A party includes 
a live animal demonstration, nature walk, and use of our auditorium 
for holding the party. Cost of a party is $100 for members, $125 for 
non-members. Birthday party availability is subject to the Nature Center's 
summer program schedule of classes and public events.

Perseid Watch
August 14   5:00 am to 8:00 am
Meet Travelers Science Dome staff at the Nature Center  for possibly the 
biggest meteor shower of the year. The best time to look for meteors 
is just before dawn, and there will be no moonlight to ruin the view. At 
dawn, Roaring Brook staff will lead an early morning bird walk. Join us, 
rain or shine, for this family event. $7/member, $8/non-member.

Summer Discovery Program
Spaces remain in several of the Nature Center's Summer Discovery 
programs. Nature Center programs offer children a unique blend of 
education and recreation that takes advantage of the curiosity and 
sense of wonder that all children feel towards the natural world. To 
receive a copy of our summer program brochure, or for additional 
information, please contact the Nature Center at 860.693.0263. 
Please note, several afternoon programs (1:00 to 4:00 pm) have been 
scheduled for selected classes. Check our Website for additional 
information.

Preschool Programs for 2 1/2- and 3-year-olds 
(with adult attending)
$20/member, $30/non-member    Limit: 8 students
9:30 am to 10:30 am, Tues.-Thur.
Exploring Together I June 22, 24 
Exploring Together II July 27, 29

Preschool Programs for 3 1/2- and 4-year-olds 
$65/member, $80/non-member   Limit: 12 students
9:15 am to 11:45 am, Mon.,Wed.,Fri. 
Do You See What I See July 26,28,30

Preschool Programs for 4- and 5-year-olds
$85/member, $105/non-member   Limit: 12 students 
9:15 am to 11:45 am, Mon.-Thur.
Teeth, Tails & Claws June 28-July 1
Butterfly Bonanza July 6-9 (Tues.-Fri.)
Dirt Makes My Lunch July 12-15
Birds, Beasts & Bugs July 19-22
Puddles & Ponds August 2-5
Who Goes There? August 9-12
Mystery Animals August 16-19

Students Entering Kindergarten to Grade 1
$110/member, $125/non-member    Limit: 15 students 
Mon.-Fri.
Animal Babies June 21-25  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
It Makes Sense June 28-July 2  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
Clouds Speak July 5-9  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
The Log Hotel July 19-23  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
Fish, Frogs and Pollywogs  July 26-30  (1:00 pm-4:00 pm)
Creepies and Crawlies  August 2-6  (1:00 pm-4:00 pm) 

Students Entering Grades 2-4
$110/member, $125/non-member    Limit: 15 students
Mon.-Fri.
Through the Looking Glass June 28-July 2  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
Nature Arts July 5-9  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
Rocks, Minerals  July 12-16 (1:00 pm-4:00 pm)
& Dinosaur Tales 
The Water World July 19-23 (1:00 pm-4:00 pm)
From the Mountains  August 2-6  (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
to the Prairies    
Indian Woods Wisdom August 9-13 (1:00 pm-4:00 pm)

Students Entering Grades 5-8
$110/member, $125/non-member    Limit: 12 students 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon.-Fri.
Reptiles & Amphibians July 5-9

$200/member, $240/non-member
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mon.-Wed.; 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Thur. and Fri.
Explorations I July 12-16
On The Trail  July 19-23
of Vanishing Species 
Explorations II August 16-20
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